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Good M", Lenger, 


s Hough I am reſolved not to be 
ZN much afflicted for the loſs of 
=> that which is not in my power 
1 US2>S to keep, yer [ canoe: they but 
CESS the loſs of a Friend goes very neer 
== 0 my heart, andby this name of 

a Friend I did preſume, till of late, I might have 
called you ; becauſe, though perhaps for want of 
power and oppoitunity | have done you no good 
office, yet I have been alwayes willing and ready 
tro do you the beſt ſervice could : and therefore 
cannot but admirethe affected ſtrangeneſs which 
in your laſt Letter ro me you ſeem to takeupon 
you, renouncing in a manner all Relation to me, 
and tacitly excommunicating me from all Inte- 
reſt in you. The ſuperſcription of your Letter 
is co Mr. William Chillingworth, and the ſubfcrip- 
tion John Leuger ; as if you either diſdained, or 
made a conſcience of Riling me your Friend, or 


A 3 your 
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our ſelf mine: If this proceed from paſſion and 


weakneſs, Pray mend it, if from reaſon, pray 


ceivers, Who deny Chriſt Jolus to become in 
' thefleth, if youthink me an Heretick, and there. 
fore to be avoided,you muſt prove me dvrocarduerrey, 
condemned by mine own judgment, which [ 
know I cannot, and therefore [| think you can- 


not : If you ſay I do not hear the Church, and 


therefore am to be an Heathen, or a Publicane, 
you are to prove then that by the Church, is 
meantyour Church of Rome , and yerwhen you 
haye done {o, 1 hope Chriſtians are not forbid- 
den to ſhew humanity and civility even to Pa- 
. gans : For Gods ſake Mr. Leuger free your (elf 
from this blind zeal, atleait fora little fpace, and 
conſider with reaſon and moderation what 
ſtrange Crime you can charge me with , that 
drve this ſtrange ulage, eſpecially from 
you : is it acrime with all my underſtanding, to 
endeavour to find your Religion true, and make 
my ſelf a Believer of it, and not to beable to do 
ſo? Is it a crimeto imploy all my reaſon upon 
the juſtification of the Infallibilitie of the Ro- 
miſh Church, and to find it impoſlibleco be ju- 


ſRified ? Iwill call God to witneſs (who knows 


my heart betterthan you do) that I have evened 
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youthink me one of thoſe ro whom 
St. John forbids you to lay, God ſave you ; then _ 
you arcto Think and proveme one of thote de- ., 


the 
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*the ſcale of my judgment as. much as poſlibly [ 
1k * could, and have not williagly ks one 
i > ,- +grane of worldly Motives on either fide, but 
ny ave weighed the reaſons for, your Religion, and. 
- againſtir with as much indifferencie, as if there 
were nothing in the world but God and my ſelf, 
'_ and is it my fault that the {cale goes down which 
bs” hath the moſt weightinic? [Thar the building 
falls, that hath a falſe foundation ? have you 
| ſuch power over your underſtanding, that you 
can believe what you pleaſe, though you ſee no 
| reaſon ? orthat you can ſuſpend your belief when 
you do lee reaſon ? if you have, I pray for old 
friendſhip-ſake, reach me thar trick ; but until 
I havelcarncd it, pray blame me not for going ia 
: theordinarie way, 1 mean for believing, or not 
by believing as I ſhall ſee reaſon: If you cancon- 
| vince me of wiltull oppoſition againſt the known : 
| truch, of negligence in ſecking it, of unwilling- 
neſs to find it, of preferring temporal reſpects 
before it, or of any other fault which is in my 
power to amend ( that indeed isa fault ) if Ia-- 
mend itnot, be as angry with meas you pleaſe; 
bur to impute to me involuntary errors, orthar 
I do not ſec, that which I would fee, but can- 
not, orthatI will not confeſs that, which I do. 
not believe ; certainly this is a far more unrea-- 
ſonable error, then any youcan juſtly charge me 
wich. Butler me telÞyou, thatimpuring Soci- . 
; __ nuaniſm. .. 
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-nianiſm to me, ( whoſoever was the Author of 

it”) «was a wicked and groundleſs flander : Per- _..). 

baps you will ſay ( for this is the uſual ſong of 't 

-thart fide) that Pride is a voluntary fault, and- 1 
with this I am juſtly chargeable, tor forſaking © 

'. that guide which God hath appointed meto fol? 
Jow : but whart if I forſook it, becauſe | had rea- 

'  ſonto fear it was one of thoſe blind guides which 
-wholoever blindly follows, 1s threatned by our | 
Saviour, that both he and his guide ſhall tall in- | 
to the ditch-? Then I hope you will grant it was | 
not Pride but Conſcience, thar canes me to do 
ſo: foras it is wiſe humility to obey thoſe whom 
God hath ſer over me, lo it is fintull credulity 
to follow every man, orevery Church,that with- 
-out warrant will take upon them to guide me : 

- 'Shew then ſore geod and evident title, which 
the Church of Rome hath to this office, produce 
burone reaſon for-it, which upon trial will nor i 
finally be refolved and vaniſh into uncertainty ; 

and if 1 yield not unto it, lay it youpleaſe 1 am 

as proud as Lucifer. In the mean time give me 

leave rothink it ſtrange, and not far from a Pro- 

digy,that this doctrineof the Romane Churches, - 

being the guide of Faith (if irbe truedoctrine ) 

ſhould either not be known to the four Evange- | 

lifts, or if it were knownto them, thart they be- | 

ing wile and good men, ſhould either be ſo envi- | 

ous of the Churches bappinels, or fo forgerfull 
of 
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of the good werk they took in hand , which 
was to writethe whole Goſpel of Chrift, as thac 
' Not one of them ſhould ſo much as mention, ſo 
- much as once, ;this ſo neceſſary a part of the Go- 


|  , ſpel, withoucthe belief whereof there is (as you 
-+ would makethe world believe) no ſalvation and 


with the belief whereof (unleſs men be ſnatchr a- 

way by ſudden death) there is hardly any damna- 
tion. Icis evident they doall of them with one. 
conſent ſpeak very plainly of many things of no. 
importance in compariſon hereof, and is it credi- 

ble or indeed poſlible,that with one conſent,or ra-- 
ther conſpiracy, they ſhould be ſo deeply filent 

concerning this Unum neceſſarium, this one very. 
neceſſary thing ? You may believe it if you can, 
for my part I cannor, unleſs I ſee demonſtration. 
for it : For if you ſay,they ſend us tothe Church, 

and conſequently roche Church of Rowe, this is. 
ro ſuppoſe that which never can be proved, Thar. 
che Church of Rome is the only Church; and 
without this ſuppoſal, upon the diviſion of the 
Church, I am as far to ſeek of a Guide of my. 
Faich as ever. 

1 As for example, in that great diviſion ofthe 
Church, when the whole world wondred (faith 
S. Jerome) that it was become Arian, when Libe+ 
rius. Bithop of Rome (as S. Athanaſius : S. Jerome, 
and S. Flillary teſtifie ) ſubſcribed their Herehie, 
and joyncd communion with chem: Qrin the - 

__ _ diviſiom: 
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diviſion between the. Greek and the Romane”” || 
Church about the Proceffion of the Holy Ghoft; _ © 
(when either ſide wasthe Church to it ſelfe; 'and _., Fl 
each part heretical and fchiſmarica] to the other) - | 
what dire&ton could F then an ignorant man have 


found from thar Text of Scripture , Wnleſs be hear 
the (Church, let him be unto thee, as an heathm or a 
Publican, Or from another Text, Hpon this Rock 
will T build my Church, and the gates of bell ſhall notpre- * | 
vail againſt it. 4-1 | 

2 Again give me leave to wonder, that neither | 
S.Paul writing tothe Romans, fhould fo much as . 


intimatethis their priviledg of Infallibiliry, bur 

rather on the contrary,put them. in fear in the une _ _ 
Chapter, thatchey , as well as the Jews, were in 

danger of falling away. CE 18. 

3 That, Peter, the pretended Biſhop of Rome 
writing two Carholick Epiſtles mentioning his 
departure, fhould not once acquaint the _ 
Chriſtians, whom he writes ro ; what Guide 
they were to follow, after he was taken from 
chem. eo one” 

4 That the Writers of the New Teſtament 
ſhould ſo frequently forewarn mien of Hereticks, 


falſe Chriſts, falſe Prophets, and not once arme | 
them againſt chem , with lerring chem know | 
this onely- ſire meanes. of” avoiding their dan- | 
nada, - +49 | 
"5 Thacſo great a part ofthe New Teftamenc 
ETT I  thould — ; 
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Thould be employed abour Antichriſt, 2ndo lit- 
tle, and indeed none, about the Vicar of Chriſt, 


- 


and the guideof the faichful, 

6- That our Saviour ſhould leave this onely 
means for the ending of Controverſies, and yet 
ſpeak {6 obſcurely and ambiguouſly of it, that 
now our Judge is the greateſt Controverſie, and 
the greateſt hindrance of ending of them. 

7. That there ſhould beberter evidencein the 
Scripture toentitle the King to this office, who 
diſclaims it,then the Pope, who pretends it; 

$ That Saint Perer ſhould never exerciſe over 
the Apoſtles any a&t of Juriſdition;nor they ever 
give him any one title of Auth6tiry overthem. - 

9 That it the Apoſtles did know chiat'S: Peter 
was made Head of them, when our Saviour ſaid, 
[ Thou art Peter , arid on this Rock, exc. ] they 
ſhould ſtill conteſt who ſhould be greateſt, and 
that our Saviour ſhould never tell them , thac 
S. Peter was the man. 

10 That S. Pail ſhould ſay , that he was no- 
thing inferior to the very chief of the Apoſtles: 

11 That the Catechnmiaii or Novices in che 
Primitive Church , ſhould. never be taught this 
foundation of their faith, thatthe Church of Rome 
was the guide of their faith. ASCiw 


12 ThattheParhers, Tertullian ; S. Jtrome and 


Optatus, when they flew _ in commendati- 
» fouls arcibute 
no 
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no moreto-her, then to all other Apoſtolical 
Churches. - 

x3 That inthe Controverlie about Eaſter, the 
Biſhops and Churches of Af#a thould be ſo ill ca- 
techized, as not to know this principle of Chriſti- 
an Religion, the neceſſity of conformity in Do- 
Arine with the Church of Rome. 

14 Thatthey ſhould never be preſſed with any 
fuch neceſſicy of conformity in all things, but 
only with the particular tradition of the Weſtern 
Churches in that point. 5, 

15 That Irene and many other Biſhops not- 
withſtanding, Ad hanc Eccleſiam neceſſe eſt omnem con- 
venire Bcclefiam, ſhould not yet think that a neceſ- 
fary Doctrine, nor a ſufficient ground of Excom- 
munication, which. the Church of Rome thought 
' to be (o. 

1x6 That S. Cyprian and the Biſhops of Africa, 
{ſhould be ſo ill inſtruged intheir faith, as not to 
know this foundation of it. 

17 That they likewiſe were never urged with 
any ſuch neceſhity of conformity with the Church 
of Rome, nor ever charged with herefie or error 
for denying of ir. oe 

18 That when Liberia joyned in communion 
with the Arrians, and ſubſcribed their herefie, the 
 Arrians ſhould not then be the Church and guide 
of faith. | Fn 

19. That. never any Hereticks tor five Ages af- | 
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ter Chriſt , were preſſed wich this Argumentof 
the Infallibility ef the preſent Church of Rome, or 
charged with the denyal of it as a diſtin&.Herefie, 


fo that Zneas Sylvius- (who was himſelfas Pope) 


ſhould have cauſe to ſay, Ante tempora (oncilii Ni- 
cani quiſque fibi vivebat, & parvus reſpeftus habebatur 
ad Ecclefiam Romana. - 

' 20. Thatthe Ecclehiaſticalftory of thoſe times 


mention no Adts of Authority of the Church of 


Rome over other Churches ; as if there ſhould be 
a Monarchy, and the King for ſome ages roge- 
ther, ſhould exerciſe no At of Juriſdi&ion in it, 

21. That to ſupply this defe the decretal E- 
piſtles ſhould be ſo.impudently forged, which.in 
a manner ſpeak nothing elſe but Reges atque Monar- 
chas, I mean the Popes making Lawes for, and. 
excrcifing authority over all other Churches. | 

22. Thatche Africane Churches in St. Auſtins 
time ſhould be ignorant that the Pope was head 
of the Church, and judg of Appeals, Jure divino, 
and that there was a neceſlity of conformity 
with that Church in this and all other points.of 
doarine. | f 

23. Nay that the Popes themſelves ſhould he 
ſo Ignorant of the true ground of this their Au- 
thoriric, as to pretend to it, not upon Scripture, 
or Univerſal. Tradition, but upon an Imaginary, 
pretended non-ſ\uchCanon of theCouncel of Nice. 
| 24 That/imcentins LOI for aguide- 
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of his faith, and a preſervation from Heteſie, 
ſhould be ignorant of this ſo ready a one, the 
Infallibility of the Church of Rome. 

All theſe things and many more ate very 
ſtrange to me ; if the infalliblity of the Romah 
Church be indeed and were alwayes by Chriſti- 
ans acknowledged the foundation of our Faith : 
and therefore I beſeech you pardon me, if 1 
chuſeto build mine upon onethatis much firmer 
and ſafer, and lies open to none of theſe objecti- 

ons ; which is Scripture and Univerſal Tradi- 
' . tion, and if one who is of this Faith may have 
leave to do.ſo, I will ſubſcribe with hand and 
'heart.] 


g's 
- 


Tour very loving and 
true Friend, 


W, C. 


Imprimatur, 


$erril. 5, M, FRAN CK, 
I662, R, in Chriſto P, Dow. 
Epiſc. Lond, a Saris 

Dopweſticn, 
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